Wars of the Roses

Year 12 A-Level History (Tudors) induction task

The wars began in 1455 between the houses of York
(Y) and Lancaster (Y) who could both trace their claim
to the throne back to Edward Ill. Both sides fought
intermittently for the next 30 years over who should
be king.

Changes in Monarch (1470 — 1485)

Monarch Dates Ending of the Reign
(House)

Henry VI 1470 - 1471 | Murdered after his
(L) (Second forces defeat at the
reign) Battle of Tewkesbury

Who is Henry Tudor?

- Henry was born 28t January 1547 to Edmund Tudor and Margaret Beaufort (who
was aged just 13)

- Henry was linked to royalty on his father’s side. His grandmother, Catherine, had
been married to Henry V before marrying his grandfather, Owen Tudor. The fact
his claim to the throne was through a female made his claim weaker.

- In 1471 when Edward IV on the throne, Henry fled (as a Lancastrian claimant) to
Brittany. Where he lived in exile for 12 years under the protection of the Duke of
Brittany.

- In 1472, Henry’s mother, Margaret Beaufort, married Lord Thomas Stanley. This
gave her a place at court, where she could further Henry’s interests.

- In 1583, Henry now lived in Paris where he was gaining support for his claim to
the throne, especially after the disappearance of the Princes in the tower.
Supporters included the Bishop of Ely (John Morton), Richard Fox and the Earl of
Oxford ( a loyal Lancastrian). Henry also received financial support from the
French King, Charles VIII, to claim the English throne.

Edward IV 1471 - 1483 Died suddenly and

(Y) unexpectedly, leaving his
13 year old son, Edward,
as King.
Edward V 1483 Disappeared with his
(y) brother, Richard, from

the Tower of London.
Probably murdered by
their uncle, Richard
Duke of Gloucester.

Richard llI 1483 Brother to Edward IV.
Defeated at the Battle of
Bosworth by Henry
Tudor.

The battle of Bosworth

- Henry landed in Pembroke in Wales on the 1%t August 1485 with a small army of
English supporters and French soldiers. He increased his numbers marching east
towards the midlands. However, his army did not match that of Richard Ill, who was
based in Nottingham castle.

- A key part of Richard’s army was made up of 4000 men commanded by Lord
Thomas Stanley (married to Henry’s mother) and his brother Sir William Stanley.
Both were reluctant to support Richard but he held Thomas’ son as a hostage to
ensure their support.

- Both sides met at Bosworth on the 22" August 1485.

- Richard’s forces had the upper hand in the early part of the battle but the death of
Richard’s commanders (the Duke of Norfolk) was killed, so both sides withdrew.

- Henry made his move at this point to approach the Stanley’s to convince them to
switch sides, Richard saw this and went with his personal guard to attack Henry.

- This was the turning point in the battle. William Stanley sent his cavalry to attack
Richard and William was thrown from his horse and was killed by the attacking
cavalry. Crucially the Earl of Northumberland (supporter of Richard) remained on
the side of the battlefield, choosing not to protect the King.




England in 1485

The court

Total population was 3 million

90% of people lived in rural communities
London was the largest town of 60 000
inhabitants. Norwich was the next with 12 000
inhabitants. Most towns has a population of
under 1000

The main employer was agriculture. Nearly
everyone in England was involved in farming.
The Cloth industry made up 80% of England’s
exports.

Society was organised by the ‘Great chain of
being’. It was very strict and allowed little
movement as it had been ordered by God.

Structure:
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God

Angelic beings

Nobility / High ranking members of the church
Gentry

Citizens / Yeomen

Labourers

The Catholic church was immensely powerful
due to people’s beliefs and fears. The church
offered people hope (going to heaven) and
explanations for everyday life. The church also
owned 1/3 of all Land in England.

Contained the most important people in the country and its role was

to advise the King. It sat wherever the King was and could contain up

to 1500 people.

Role

- For the King it was to show how rich and powerful he was and get
advice

- For courtiers, it was a place to gain patronage (rewards from the
crown), advancement and useful friendships with other courtiers.

Court Keywords:

Chamber — Where important political decisions were made and
collection of Royal revenues were organised. Entry into this area were
restricted to certain courtiers. The Lord Chamberlain, presided over
the chamber. He was usually an experienced noblemen and a personal
friend of the King.

Household — responsible for looking after the court. The Lord Steward
would organise meals and entertainment for the courtiers.

Personal monarchy

The political power and influence of a member of the nobility or
gentry depended on how much access that person had to the
monarch.

Therefore, the monarch’s personal style of Kingship resulted in how
much influence members of the court had.




