St Paul’s Catholic School
GEOGRAPHY
Entry Requirements:
Generic A-Level entry requirements, plus Geography at Grade 5.
Specifications For Year 12
Unit One: Physical geography and people and the environment.
This unit will cover the major stores of water and carbon at or near the Earth’s surface and the dynamic cyclical
relationships associated with them. These are major elements in the natural environment and understanding
them is fundamental to many aspects of physical geography. Students will also study the nature, forms and
potential impacts of natural hazards including geophysical, atmospheric and hydrological examples.
Unit Two: Human geography and the geography fieldwork investigation.
This unit has a focus on globalisation – the economic, political and social changes associated with technological
and other driving forces which have been a key feature of global economy and society in recent decades. All
students must also complete a fieldwork investigation, and in the examination they may be asked questions on
any aspect of this.
Specifications for Year 13
Unit One: Physical geography
Students will focus on coastal zones, which are dynamic environments in which landscapes develop by the
interaction of winds, waves, currents and terrestrial and marine processes. They should develop an appreciation
of the diversity of coasts and their importance as human habitats. Students will also continue to develop their
understanding of water and carbon cycles and hazards.
Unit Two: Human Geography
Students will focus on the continuing growth of human populations, associated with economic development
and changing lifestyles, which continues to be one of the defining features of the present era. They will explore
the relationships between population numbers, population health and wellbeing, levels of economic
development and the role and impact of the natural environment. Students will also focus on people's
engagement with places, their experience of them and the qualities they ascribe to them which are of
fundamental importance in their lives.
Unit Three: Geography investigation.
Students are required to undertake an independent investigation, and this must incorporate a significant
element of fieldwork.
Assessment: Two papers both 2 ½ hours long worth 80% of A-Level covering year 12 and year 13 topics, and a
geographical investigation, 3000 – 4000 words, worth 20% of A-Level.

